
 

Board of Trustees 

Chairman Sarat Babu Gorrepati 

Vice Chairman Rajesh Verma 

Secretary Sabari Chiraprambil 

Member Arunima Sinha 

Member Madhu Shrivastava 

Member Satya Kadali 

Member Varsha Parikh 

Member Anil Patel 

Member Mayank Dalal 

Member Umesh Kumar Maisuria 

Member Palash Das 

Special Invitee K Saravanan 
 

 Temple Timings 

Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 12:00 pm 

5:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

Saturday & Sunday 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 

5:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

Daily Activities 

8:30 AM to 9:30 AM Morning Pooja to all the deities 

9:30 AM Morning Aarati to all the deities 

8:00 PM Mangal Aarati (Evening Aarati) 

(Except Monday and Thursday) 

Weekly Activities 

Monday 6:30 PM  Sri Rudrabhisekam for Sri Shiva, 

followed by Aarati 

Thursday 8:00 PM  Weekly Bhajans, followed by Aarati 

Saturday 8:00 AM  Sri Venkateshwara Abhishekam, 

Vishnu Sahasra Naama Paarayanam 

and Aarti 

Sunday 10:00 am  Radha Krishna Abhishekam 

Monthly Activities 

2nd Sunday 10.00 AM - 

12.00 PM 

5:00 PM - 

8:00 PM 

Sri Ganesh & Kartikeya 

Abhishekam followed by Aarati 

“Om Namo Bagavate 

Vasudevaya” Kirthen 

Poornima 6:30 PM - 

7:45PM 

Monthly Shri Satya Narayan 

Pooja followed by Aarati 

1st Saturday 5:00 PM – 

7:30 PM 

Hanuman Chalisa and Shirdi 

Saibaba Bhajan and Aarti 

Ist Sunday 5:00 PM Shri Satya Sai Baba Bhajan 

1st Thursday 6:30 PM Bhajan Aarti and dinner 

3rd Friday 6.30 PM Lalitha Sahasranamam, Laxmi 

Pooja, archana and aarti 
 

Executive Committee 

President Rakhi Desai 

Vice President  Venu Velemelapally 

Vice President  Ashok Kumar 

Secretary Moushmi Roy 

Joint Secretary Tejas Patel 

Joint Secretary Vidya Sagar Andavolu 

Treasurer Latha Yakkanti 

Joint Treasurer B K Kerai 

Joint Treasurer Nitin Jain 

Joint Treasurer Madhuri Vemula 

Member at large Gayatri Duggirala 

Member at large Dhruv Patel 

Member at large Madhavi Gorrepati 

Member at large Mona Dalal 

Religious Committee 
Arunima Sinha, Satish Kudravalli, Parul Patel, Pushpa 

Desai, Gita Patel, Parul T Patel, Venkatesh Reddy, 
Monalisa Saha, Madhavi Gorrepati, Shivani Kumar 

Hina Shingala, Sonal Thakkar, Ranjana Singh 

Cultural Committee 
Amita Jhunjhunwala, Rajani Satish, Varsha Parikh, 
Upasana Singh Nayak, Panna Chauhan, Pallavi Sinha, 

Parul Dalal, Satya Venkat 

Balagokulam 
Sabari Chiraparambil, Saji Damodaran, Siva 

Viswabrahamana, Sunil Tuppale 
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Dear Devotees, 

 

Jaishree Krishna. I would like to start out by saying that we had a very blessed year with many 

major celebrations and activities at our Temple. In addition to our regular functions, we had many 

grand events like Chaitra Navrathri, Sri Srinivasa Kalyalnam, Sharad Navrathri with Garba 

celebrations. We also had unique celebration where our Balagokulam kids honored their teachers 

during Guru Vandana event. We were blessed to have Shree Bhagawat Katha by Devi Murlikaji 

and she also showered her blessing on our land for the new Temple.  We had over thousand 

devotees attending our Varshikotsav and annual grand Diwali function.  It was wonderful event 

and we are blessed to have our Gurudwara friends, local restaurants, grocery stores and volunteer 

devotees for sponsoring the prasad for all of us. In general the number of devotees attending our 

events have increased since last year.   

 

We also helped in community activities where we packed 10,152 essential nutritious grain 

packets for “Rise against Hunger” campaign. It was really nice of Smt. Shiela Shah to partner 

with our temple for this noble cause.  Many of our young, middle and high school children helped 

us to pack 10,152 packs in just 4 hours.   

 

I would like to thank each one of you and greatly appreciate all your support and dedication. As 

our activities and challenges are increasing, we humbly request dedicated volunteers for 

SHRAMDAN. We need volunteers for the upkeep of the Temple, various activities, assisting 

priests, etc. Our Temple awaits your kind help. Please send your name to be added to the list of 

volunteers with your area of interest. 

 

The activity calendar for the year 2018 is listed in this newsletter for your convenience. Our 

Temple has been the fondest and most chosen blessings of God for all of us to pray and celebrate 

together. It has been a very humbling experience for me to serve the Temple and the community. 

The Temple has deeply impacted me and has blessed me and my family. I am so very grateful for 

this opportunity.  The membership drive has begun with the New Year. I humbly request you all 

to become dues paying members for $101. 

 

We are blessed to have great priests Shree Bhatter ji and Shree Srinivas ji to serve the Temple and 

the religious needs of our community. My sincere gratitude and pranam to them.  Srinivas ji has 

relocated and we greatly appreciate his service to our temple and our community.  We wish him 

and his family the best.   

 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, the Executive Committee and all the volunteers of the 

Temple, I thank you all for your trust and support towards this noble service. May we all serve 

together as one large family! 

 

With best wishes and regards 

Rakhee Desai 

President – Executive Committee 

Hindu Temple wishes you and your family a very happy and prosperous  

NEW YEAR 2018 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Executive Committee Nomination Form – 2018 
 

Positions open for Election:  President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Secretary, 2 Joint 
Secretaries, Treasurer, 2 Joint Treasurers, and Six Members-at-large. 

 
DATE OF ELECTION:  SUNDAY, February 11th, 2018 @ 3:00 pm 
 
Guidelines from the HTCCSC Constitution:  
Article VI Section (iv) states:  The Board will consist of representatives from as many Hindu 
Communities and language groups as possible.  Representation from any one such community or 
language group shall not be more than 30% of the members of the board unless an exceptional situation, 
properly recorded in the minutes, warrants a slight deviation (not to exceed 5%) from this principle.  
This principle shall be followed in the formation of Executive Committee and sub-committees of the 
HTCCSC. 
 
Deadline for nominations:  All nominations must be hand delivered or post marked on or before 
February 4th, 2018 and submitted to the Secretary of the Board of Trustees, HTCCSC, 5703, Kiawah 
Road, Columbia, SC 29212. For your convenience, these forms will be available at the Temple also. 

 

I.   I, _____________________________ hereby nominate_____________________________________ 

 

     for the position of ________________________________ for the year 2018. 

 

     Signature:  ___________________________    Date: ___________  Phone: ____________________ 

 

     Name: ___________________________ 

     Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

II.   I, ___________________________ hereby nominate _____________________________________ 

 

     for the position of ________________________________ for the year 2018. 

 

     Signature:  ___________________________    Date: ___________  Phone: ____________________ 

 

     Name: ___________________________ 

     Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

III.  I, __________________________ hereby nominate _____________________________________ 

 

     for the position of ________________________________ for the year 2018. 

 

     Signature:  ___________________________    Date: ___________  Phone: ____________________ 

 

     Name: ___________________________ 

     Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saraswati Pooja and Cultural Program 
Saturday, January 20th  

 
Saraswati, the Goddess of knowledge and arts, represents the free flow of wisdom and 

consciousness.  Pooja will start at 10:30 am followed by lunch and Cultural program at 1:30 pm. 

 

Pooja will start at 10:30 am and details are 

 

 Saraswati Pooja 

 Pushpanjali 

 Aarati 

 Lunch Prasadam 

 Cultural Program 

 
 

 

  

 

Interfaith Day and Open house worship 
                                           Sunday, February 4th  
 

Our Temple will be celebrating Interfaith day on Sunday, February 4th. Program includes 

participation of 10 faith traditions, cultural and social organizations, music, dance presentations by 

interfaith friends and our temple members. Everyone is encouraged to participate as we are 

hosting and entertaining our guests. Dinner will be served by 6:00 pm 

                                                 

 

 

 

 
Thai Poosam 

Sunday, February 4th   
 

Thai Poosam is a Hindu festival celebrated on the full moon in the Tamil month ‘Thai’ 

(January/February). Pooja will start at 10:30 am and program details include 

 

 Swasthi Vachan 

 Kavadi 

 Ganesh and Karthikeya Pooja and Abhishekam 

 Deeparadhana 

 Rathotsavam followed by lunch Prasadam at 1:00 pm 

 

 

 

New Mandir and Cultural Hall 
 

More than ever the vision to build the new mandir and community hall seems more of reality now. The 

board of trustees, the planning and development committee are vigorously working towards it. The support 

and blessings of our community is crucial for this monumental task. We are very encouraged to see the 

level of support and enthusiasm that we are receiving from our community. Let’s join our heads and hearts 

together to celebrate this once in a lifetime fortune of this Devalaya nirman yagna as one large adhyathmik 

kutumb (spiritual family).  

 



Happy Holi! 
    
           Thursday, March 1st, 6:00 pm : Hokila Dahan, Aarti                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                        and Dinner Prasad 

 

                                                                    Saturday, March 3rd, 10:30 am – Holi Rang Khel our 

                                                                                         Temple parking lot!  

                                                                    Bring your friends and colors to welcome spring  

                                                                                        And have a blast!!! 

                                                                     Potluck lunch to follow the celebrations. 

           4:30 pm – 6:30 pm: Satyanarayan Katha  

       

 

 

 

Maha Shivrathri 
Tuesday, February 13th 

 
Maha Shivratri (the 'Great Night of Baghvan Shiva') is celebrated every year in reverence of 

Lord Shiva on the 13th night/14th day of the Maagha month of the Hindu calendar. Priests will be 

available whole day to do personal Abhishek and Pooja. 

  

 6:00 am – Mahanyas and Rudrabhishekam 

                                                           

Program will be from 6:30 pm - midnight and details are: 

 Ganesh Pooja 

 Shiva Pooja 

 Rudrabhishekam 

 Shiva Parvathi Vivah (Kalyanam) 

 Bhajan and Keerthan 

 Archana and Bilva Patra Pooja 

 Aarati 

 

 

 

Sri Jhulelal Pooja 

Sunday, March 18th 

 
Sri Jhulelal Pooja and Cheti Chand celebration hosted by our Sindhi community will be celebrated on 

Sunday, March 18th. Program will be from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm followed by dinner. 

 
    
      

  

       

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sri Hanuman Jayanthi and Poornima Celebration 

Saturday, March 31st  
 

 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm:  Satyanarayana Pooja,  

          Hanuman Chalisa,  

          Sindoor and Tambul  Patra (Paan)  

          Pooja, Archana, Arathi  

 

 

Devotees are encouraged to bring Paan Patra as it is great blessing to offer Paan Patra to Lord 

Hanuman and seek his blessings. 

 

 

 

Chaitra Navaratri  (Vasantha Navarathri) 

Sunday, March 18th - Monday March 26th 

 
Sunday, March 18th   

 7:30 am                    :  Kalash Sthapana and Pooja 

 10:00 am - 1:00 pm :  Durga Saptasati and Valmiki Ramayan Parayanam 

 6:30 pm – Ugadhi celebration  

 7:00 pm - 7:30 pm   :  Panchang Shravanam and Sponsorhsip Pooja 

 

Monday, March 19th  - Friday, March 23rd   

 8:30 am - 1:00 pm  :  Pooja, Archana, Valmiki Ramayan Parayanam and Durga Saptasati 

 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  :  Nitya Sponsorship Pooja and Aarti 

 

Saturday, March 24th    

 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm  :  Ashtami Homam 

 

Sunday, March 25th   

 9:00 am   :   SitaRam Vivah, Pattabhishek (Rajyabhishek), Ram Navami pooja, 

Purnahauthi and   Bhajan & Aashirwadam and lunch prasadam. 

Monday, March 26th   

 6:30 pm   :   Vijaya Dasami 
 

 

 

    

      Navarathri all days - $151          Ashtami Havan - $51           Chandi Havan 1 day - $31 

 

              

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

Tirthankar Mahaveer Jayanthi 

Sunday, April 1st  
 

 Pooja                              : 10:30 am 

 Mahaveer Swami Pooja : 11:00 am 

 Bhajans, Lunch Prasad   : 12:00 pm                         

              

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sri Jaganath Rath Yathra 
Saturday, July 14th  

      

 

Rath Yatra is celebrated every-year on Ashad Shukla Dwitiya that 

generally falls between the months of June-July. The festival is 

celebrated to commemorate the annual visit of the presiding deities of 

the Jagannath Puri temple to their Aunt’s house. It is believed that 

during this festival, Lord Jagannath Temple Rath Yatra comes out of 

their holy abode and gives Darshana (holy view) to the people.  

 

10:00 am   - 12: 30 pm:  Sri Ganesh Pooja and Sri Jaganath Pooja, 

 Rath Yatra,  Pushpanjali, Cultural Program,  Lunch Prasadam 

 

 

 

Sri Srinivasa Kalyanam 
Sunday, June 10th    

      
	

	
														
																																																	
	
	
	
	

 

Sri Srinivasa Kalyanam, the Holy Wedding Ceremony of Sri  

Srinivasa (Balaji) with Sridevi (Padmavati) & Bhoodevi will 

be celebrated on Sunday June 10th.  

 

Program details are 

 8:30 am   -  Suprabhatam 

 9:00 am   -  Sankalpam, Sarva Devata Pooja 

 9:30 am   -  Edurkoolu 

 10:00 am -  Kalyanotsvam 

 11:00 am -  Kanya Daanam, Vivaha Havanam 

 11:30 am -  Mangalsutra Dharanam,       

Akshataroopanam 

 12:00 pm -  Ratha yatra 

 12:30 pm -  Mahamangal Aarti, Theertha Prasadam    

 01:00 pm - Lunch Prasadam 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Events for 2018 
 

 Friday, April 14th: Tamil, Malayalam Celebration of New Year 

 April 21st: Utsav, our annual fair and food festival to celebrate spirit of India  

 Friday, July 27th: Guru Poornima 

 Akhand Ramayan paath – Dates to be announced 

 Sept. 2nd : Janmashtami 

 Sept. 12th -  Sept. 23rd: Ganesh Chathurthi  

 Oct. 9th - Oct. 17th: Sarad Navrathri 

 Oct. 18th: Vijaya Dasami 

 Nov. 3rd: Deepawali 

 Shiv Puran Katha by Pujya Giri Bapu Maharaj – Date to be announce 

 Bhagvat or Ramayan Katha – Date to be announced 

 

 

Program detail will be in Temple emails. Please contact the Temple at 803.772.9650 or visit our 

website at www.hindutemplesc.org for more details on these events. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hindu Temple & Cultural Center of South Carolina has been a powerful force in promoting the 

spiritual, moral, educational and social development of the community. We have a task of bringing the 

spiritual wealth of our scriptures through education to the new generation of Hindu youth growing up 

here. A temple is the most natural peace making ground where people from all walks of life can smile 

together, through the love and services of God. If the chief purpose of a Temple is to keep societies 

charged with moral, cultural and spiritual zeal, then we have a tremendous task ahead of us to fulfill 

that mission.  

 

For the welfare and social development of the community, the Hindu Temple and Cultural Center 

organizes several programs and functions, in addition to all the major Hindu festivals regularly. Some 

of these programs are:  

 

Balagokulam: Held every Sunday from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm. This program is open to all kids 5 year 

and older, at no charge. Curriculum includes yoga, exercises, games, stories, shlokas, discussion, arts 

and crafts.  

 

India Day: Organized once every year, normally during fall. This event is celebrated with Indian 

classical dances, music, food, etc. 

 

UTSAV: UTSAV is our annual fair to celebrate the spirit of India organized at the Temple premises. 

With a different theme every year like Festivals of India, the event also includes great food from 

various parts of India.  

 

Festivals of India: All the festivals of India are celebrated at the Temple with huge participation from 

the local community.  

 

Organizing these programs requires a lot of work and of course a lot of resources. Hindu Temple and 

Cultural Center needs your support in running these programs and continuing this tradition to help the 

community. You can help in several ways:  

 

Volunteer: Help in organizing programs and events. Please contact Temple for more details.  

 

Fund raising: We need help in raising funds for day to day expenses and for the special programs 

listed above. Please contact Temple for more details.  

 

Temple Membership (must be 18 years or more): $101 per year includes complimentary archanas 

on your wedding anniversary and birthdays. Eligible members can be nominated to the Executive 

Committee or Board of Trustees. Membership forms are available on the website - register online and 

mail in your payment.  

 

Dollar-A-Day Program to support the Temple: Includes one complimentary archana every month 

and automatic membership. 
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